The Phillips Collection 



29 September 1993 



Mr. and Mrs. Harold Weisborg 
7627 Old Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21702 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Weisborg, 

At Mr. Nicholas Fox Weber’s request, I am sending to yo.u an 
announcement for his Duncan Phillips Lecture entitled Patron Saints: Five 
Rebels Who Opened America to a New Art in the 1930s. His lecture is 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the John Wesley 
Powell Auditorium, 2170 Florida Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 

If you would like further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 202/387-2151, ext. 203. 




Sincerely, 



Administrative Assistant 
to the Director 



Enclosure 



1600 21st Street NW Washington DC 20009-1090 phone: (202) 387-2151 fax:(202) 387-2436 

Massachusetts Avenue at 21st Street 
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DUNCAN PHILLIPS LECTURE SERIES 




Duncan Phillips 
Lecture Series 

1993-1994 Season 



The Duncan Phillips Lecture Series, 
featuring three speakers per season, 
presents distinguished artists, art 
historians, critics, and writers whose 
lectures cover a broad range of 
aesthedc concerns. Ail lectures are 
held at 6:30 pm at the John Wesley 
Powell Auditorium, 2170 Florida 
Avenue NW, around the block from 
the museum, and are followed by a 
reception at The Phillips Collection. 
Advance reservations are required. 
Priority will be given to series ticket 
subscribers. For further information, 
please call (202) 387-2151, ext. 268. 
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Nicholas Fox Weber 

October 20, 1993 

Patron Saints: Five 
Reltels Who Opened 
America to a New Art 
in the 1930s 




William 

Christenberry 

March 16, 1994 

A Southern 
Perspective : 
1961-1994 



Two of the "patron saints" Nicholas Weber describes 
in this lecture, and in his 1992 book of the same 
name, arc Lincoln Rirstein and Edward M.M. 
Warburg, who together founded die Society for 
Contemporary Art at Harvard. The Society was the 
first institution in the United Slates to exhibit the 
works of Lachaise, Benton, Davies, and Hopper, it 
also presented R. Buckminster Fuller's then 
shocking and revolutionary Dymaxion House, as well 
as Alexander Calder’s G'rrus; and eventually brought 
George Balanchine to diis country. The direc other 
“patron saints" Mr. Weber will discuss arc Agnes 
Mongan, associate director of the Fogg Art Museum 
in Cambridge, patron of the Harvard Society, and a 
woman challenging the male-dominated museum 
world; James Thrall Soby, tobacco heir and art critic 
for the Saturday Review of Literature, and Edward F. 
"Chick" Austin, Jr., director of the Wadsworth 
Atheneum, who mounted the first museum 
exhibitions of Picasso, Miro, Tanguy, and Dali, and 
hosted the world premiere of the collaborative ballet 
by Gertrude Stein (book), Virgil Thompson (music), 
and Frederick Ashton (choreography) . Four Saints in 
Three Acts. Young, wealthy, and at the center of the 
American establishment, these five pioneering art 
patrons transported the excitement and energy of 
Europe to America and profoundly influenced the 
course of art in litis country. 

Nicholas Fox Weber is director or the Josef Albers 
Foundation and was curator of die 1988 Josef Albers 
Retrospective at die Guggenheim Museum in New 
York City. He is the author of numerous books, 
including Ijdand Bell and The Art of Babar. 



William "Bill" Christenberry needs no introduction 
to Washingtonians. One of die city's foremost artists 
and a popular teacher and speaker, his paindngs, 
photographs, and sculpture of the rural South 
transform die mundane and familiar into what he 
characterizes as “poetic objects". His meticulously 
crafted walls of rusted commercial signboards; the 
photographs of churches, gas stations, and 
dilapidated grocery stores; and the maquettes of 
wood frame churches and other structures, as well as 
such Southern folkways as gourd trees, evoke an 
entire culture and alter the viewer's way of looking at 
everyday life. 

Cliristcnbcny's thirty-year career includes hundreds 
of group shows including several at die legendary 
Jefferson Place Gallery, the gallery-home of the 
Washington Color School. He has had more than 
sixty one-man exhibitions at museums and galleries, 
most recendy at Pace/MacGill Gallery in New York; 
die Huntsville Museum of Art in Alabama; and at 
Nancy Drysdalc Gallery and Tartt Gallery in 
Washington. His work has been the subject of 
numerous museum shows at such insdtutions as the 
Corcoran Gallery of Art and the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art and is included in the permanent 
collections of both museums, as well as those of The 
Museum of Modem Art, the National Museum of 
American Art, the Yale University Art Gallery, the 
High Museum of Art in Atlanta. The Mcnil 
Collection in Houston, and many other public and 
private collections. 

William Christenberry received his B.FA and M.A. 
in Painting from the University of Alabama. He has 
taught at the University of Alabama, Memphis State 
University, and, since 1968, die Corcoran Sc hool or 
Art, where he is a Professor of Art. 




Mark Helprin 

May 25, 1994 

Against the 
Dehumanization 
of Art 



Duncan Phillips 
Lecture Series 

1 993-1 994 Season 



Mark Helprin ranks among the most gifted writers of 
this generation. He has excelled as a novelist, short 
story writer, essayist, and journalist. His thoughts 
about art have appeared in fiction — such as the 
discussions of Giorgione's The Tempest and Raphael's 
Portrait of Bindo Altoviti that appear in his novel A 
Soldier of the Gnat War — as well as in such essays as his 
introduction to The Best American Short Stories, 1988. 

Mark Helprin was raised on the Hudson and in the 
British West Indies. After receiving degrees from 
Harvar d College and Harvard Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences, he did postgraduate work at die 
University of Oxford, and has served in the British 
Merchant Navy, the Israeli infantry, and the Israeli 
Air Force. His work has been published in The New 
Yorker for almost a quarter of a century, and his 
stories and essays on politics and aesthetics appear as 
well in The Atlantic Monthly, The New Criterion, The 
Wall Street foumal, Ihe New York Times, and many 
other publications in the United States and abroad. 
Mr. Helprin is a contributing editor of The Wall Street 
foumal, a Senior Fellow of the Discovery Institute, 
and a former Guggenheim Fellow. He has been 
awarded the National Jewish Book Award and die 
Prix dc Rome. Translated into more than a dozen 
languages, his books include A Dove of the East & 
Other Stones, Refiner's Far, FMis Island & Other Stories, 
Winter's Tale, Swan Ijikr (with illustrator Chris Van 
Allsburg), and A Soldier of the Great War. 



Series suliscription 

$25 Patrons, Associate 
$40 Guests and Non-N 

Individual lectures 

$10 Patrons, Associate 
$15 Guests and Non-> 

I would like to reserve: 

places for the series 

places for Nicholas Fox 

places for William Ghrii 

places for Mark Hciprii 

Total enclosed $ 

Name 

Address 



Telephone: 

Day Evening 

Make checks payable to The PI 
and send to: 

The Phillips Collccdon 
1600 21st Street. NW 
Washington. D.C. 20009-1090 
Atm: Duncan Phillips Lecture 

Upon receipt of payment, yom 
placed on our guest list. No tic 




